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February & hl]ar;:h

Bluchirds start Iookmw for “breeding reai estate” that contains a
nesting cavity.-or nest box,<watsr, farge grassy areas that are open
which hold a potential-for food finsects mostly, bv:t also berries)
.along with suitable perches and shelter.

March 1517
- Male bluebird focates a nesting site and tries to induce the female
bluebird 1o accept his- chcsen pesting site. . :

Y{arch 17 ‘
Female accepts the site; o deing so, she i5 acseptmv the male as

her mata,
March 17— Anrii 8
“Honeymoon™ period: the bluebird pair remain in the vicinity of

the nestingsite, frequently exaimivies it going i and cut of the box,
pokmg their ‘heads n and out of the hole and perching on the box.
It i§ almost as if they are ‘pracucmo” for parenthood '

April9_13

Female bluebird builds a EESY of erther fine ; grasses or pme needles.
The mafe provzdes her much “encouragement” and may make fre-
quent “inspections” of her progress.

April 1418
Pair remains in the general vicinity of the nest

April 18 22
 Egg laying takes place. Usua.ﬁy this s done first thmt, g the morn-~

ing @ud one egg is laid each day for 4 — 6 consecutive days. Usu-
ally the eggs are blne but occasionally they are white,

April 22 - Mav 6

Incubation period: the female incubates the eggs for fourteen days
while the male remains close by, often bringing food to the female.
He guards the nest while the female is out for food and exercise,

MEae6th
Eges hatch and the female will either cat the busted shells or car-
ries them away. Eating the shells help her repiemsh calcium.

May 6 —23 Female will brood the young babies for 5 — 7 days (for

-shorter periods of time each day) until they are old enough to regu-

late their own body temperature.  Both adults work tixelessly from -
dawn to dusk to feed the nestlings.

May 23 : :

Nesilings grow quickly and the nest box can get pretty crowded.
They start coming to the hole and poking their heads out to be fed.
Eventually, they get up the nerve to leave the nest. Generally, they
fly directly to a tree, shrub, fence or other nearby perch on their
first flight. Some only fly a few feet, others fly many yards.

May 24 — 30

Both parents continue to devote fiull time to the feeding and prote-
tion of the young. They usually stay in the general vicinity of the
nesting site bist seek out areas that have more cover for the young
fledglings. Sometimes they will retreat 1o a2 wooded area with an

open field nearby.

.in large mmmbers.

Ea..ﬁi__gu_nsé

Female builds & new nest fc&r the second brocd ofien (but not nec-
essarily) in the same cavity or nest box. The male continues 1o
feed-and prstect the ymmcr of the ﬁrst bmod

Jume8_11. - :
Bgg laying far the. seccnd brocd (typxcaﬁy one egg each dav for .

: four or5 cansemtwe days} tekes place.
' June 124

Incubation’ pencd the mcubanon penod asuai}y fasts 13— 14
days. The young of the second bmod Temain in the. nest and are

' canstaﬁﬂy fed by the parents. . -

The first brood of bluebirds become mdependent but stay

: near%;y for as long as the. parents will allow them to.. Semetzmes

they will help raise the second brood. "If they don’t, theyare
chased oﬁ' 10 “ﬁnd their own temtory”

June 24— Julv 11
Nestlings of the second brood ﬁedcc (The nestmc season miay end

- here, but sometimes a third brood may be razsed as described be-

low)

July 1’3’ 22
Female bluebird builds a new nest for the thn'd brood and the -

whole process gets repeated.

In The Fall & Winter
As the days become shorter and cooler bluebirds start to form loose
fiécks with other bhiebirds but also with other birds as well. They
rarely go more than 50 miles fiom the place of their birth or breed-
ing grounds as long as there Is adequate food, water and shelter.
Bluebirds will use cavities and nestboxes to roost dirwring the winter
months. Sometimes they roost together in the same box or cawty




