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e are pleased to announce that the 
Willistown Township Community 

Service Award 2014 recipient is Eric 
Doran Gerst, 20-year member and 

current Chairman of the Bartram Bridge Joint 
Preservation Board and 23-year Willistown 
resident. When looking for a place to build 
their dream home, Eric and his wife, Carol, 
were immediately attracted to the open 
space and conserved lands of Willistown 
Township. They purchased a portion of the 
old Summerhill property along Goshen Road 
in large part because of its bucolic setting 
overlooking the Crum Creek and Bartram 
Bridge.  They were so enamored of the view 
that they oriented the house with the bridge 
as the focal point. 

Eric recalls, “In 1990, when we built our 
house, we knew we were looking at a pretty 
run down bridge.” The bridge spans the main 

stem of Crum Creek connecting Willistown 
Township in Chester County and Newtown 
Township in Delaware County. It is a precious 
piece of history as the only remaining covered 
bridge in Delaware County and one of fifteen 
in Chester County. In 1993, Willistown and 
Newtown Townships created the Bartram 
Bridge Joint Preservation Board (“Board”). 
Eric voiced interest in volunteering on a 
Township committee in 1994. It so happened 
that there was a Willistown resident vacancy 
on the fledgling Bartram Bridge Board, as the 
five-member Board composition alternates. 
One township has three representatives for 
two years, then two representatives for two 
years. This was Willistown’s year to expand to 
three members. 
 
The group got right to work garnering 
township and state funds along with local 
contributions to pay for planners and 
engineers to rehabilitate the bridge, taking 
special consideration of Crum Creek. The 
initial renovation was completed in 1996, 
and the grand re-opening was attended 
by members of the Bartram family whose 
ancestors used to live where Eric does today. 
Mordecai and his father Israel  Bartram 
donated the land to build the bridge in 1860, 
having also bid on the construction, however 
being underbid. The bridge was built by 
Ferdinand Wood of Londonderry Township 
utilizing the Burr Arch design. A fairly prolific 
bridge builder, having constructed at least 
fourteen bridges, Wood charged less than 
$1,200 for the sixty-foot long and thirteen-
foot wide bridge. 

Eric explained the importance of this stream 
crossing, “At the time, Goshen road was a 
key element of the Pennsylvania highway 
transportation system serving to move crops 
and supplies to and from Philadelphia and 
the outlying counties including Chester and 
Lancaster.” Remember, there was no Route 
3 or 30! Although the travelers were able to 
ford the creek, a bridge would make it a lot 
easier and a covered bridge would provide 
shelter in bad weather. Imagine the horse 
drawn carriages “pulled over” on the bridge 
during a heavy rain, their carriages laden with 
farm crops for the city, or Abe Lincoln crossing 
on horseback. 

The bridge continued operation when cars 
and trucks came in until 1940 when the state 
straightened Goshen Road, eliminating the 
sharply angled entrance to the bridge, and 
installing the two-lane concrete bridge that 
presently exists. Eric points out an optical 
illusion, “When you look at the bridge, it 
appears it has been lifted up by a crane and 

moved over to accommodate the new road; 
however, they didn’t move it at all—the 
original bridge was installed on an angle. One 
can still see a small portion of the original 
road on the Willistown side.”

In 2010, the Bartram Board hosted a 150th 
Anniversary celebration bringing together 
local, county, and state representatives along 
with hundreds of locals to this special bridge, 
which is recognized on the U.S. Department 
of the Interior National Register of Historic 
Places. The PA Senate adopted a resolution 
praising the 150th Anniversary and the 
Bartram Board for their preservation efforts. 

In honor of the Anniversary, Board members 
including Eric Gerst and the late George 
Conn of Willistown, and Chris Driscoll of 
Newtown, with Newtown resident Doug 
Humes, wrote an historical essay on the 
Bridge from its beginning to current time 
including photos and fun anecdotes from 
local residents ranging from people being 
married to mischievous boys hiding from 
their fathers. The authors divided up the 
chapters, finishing the compilation in only 
three months. Bartram Covered Bridge: 
Spanning History was awarded the Delaware 
County Historical Commission’s Community 
Historical Award for Publications. Books are 
available at and at local libraries and www.
historicnewtownsquare.org.

The most recent restoration to the bridge was 
replacing the cedar roof with tin. Although 
the tin roof is historically accurate, only the 
wealthy would use tin. The original Bartram 
Bridge’s roof was cedar, a plentiful material.  
The Board chose to use tin, because it will 
last twice as long, versus only 15 years, in the 
shady and moist conditions. Eric thanks Bill 
Hagan, Willistown Public Works Director, and 
George Sherretts, Newtown Public Works 
Director, for their assistance with this project. 

An ongoing investigation revolves around an 
inscription that, according to two historians, 
is from 1860 and says, “Lincoln—Save the 
Congress and the Union!” At the time, the 
Civil War was beginning and people feared 
an all out war in Pennsylvania that could get 

Willistown Township 
Community Service Award

The Community Service Award is a 
Willistown Township initiative created 
to honor and recognize a Willistowner 
who gives his or her time to our 
community. The spirit of volunteerism 
in Willistown is strong. Did you know 
that Willistown’s volunteer board and 
commission positions total 71 residents 
quietly making unique and valuable 
contributions to our community? These 
boards and commissions include:

• Zoning Hearing Board
• Planning Commission
• Historical Commission
• Parks and Recreation Board
• Recycling Commission
•  Environmental Advisory Council
• BOCA Board of Appeals
• Open Space Review Board
•  Land Conservancy  

Authority Board
•  Agricultural Security Committee
• Malvern Library Board
• Paoli Library Board
• Bartram’s Bridge Commission
• Vacancy Board

Thank you to all of our volunteers for 
your personal dedication and your 
consistent commitment to community 
service. Your willingness to get involved 
is admirable, and your volunteer service 
demonstrates leadership, integrity, and 
a love of your community that is nothing 
short of inspirational!

W
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Willistown’s Recycling 
Commission has organized its 
annual one-day, no-charge, 
drop-off recycling program for 
the following items:

•  All computer monitors and 
peripherals: keyboards, 
CPUs, printers, modems, scanners, servers, 
terminals, network equipment, speakers, 
mouses (no live mice, please!), cathode ray 
tubes (CRTs), and other computer parts.

•  Fax and copying machines, typewriters, 
telephones, tape recorders, VCRs, DVRs, CD 
and DVD players, record players, tuners, 
amplifiers, cameras, projectors, audio and 
music equipment, speakers, test equipment, 
transformers, videotape recorders, 
antennae, cables, wire, and circuit boards.

•  Television sets and radios, including 
portables, stereos, radio/TV tubes.

•  Household appliances, including irons, 
toasters, microwave ovens, mixers, 
blenders, vacuum cleaners, hair dryers, 
electric cooking pans/pots, lamps, clocks, 
kitchen ovens, cooking ranges, outdoor 
grills*, dishwashers, clothes washers/dryers, 
water heaters, and dehumidifiers.

•  Metal items (any type), including 
bedsprings, bed frames, lawn mowers (push 
and rider), gym equipment, auto wheels, 
doorknobs, shelving, kitchen utensils, toys, 
kitchen cabinets, metal furniture, pipes, 
wire, etc. If it’s metal, it will be accepted.*

 •  Items containing Freon, such as 
refrigerators and air-conditioning units. 
Freon will be removed free of charge, 
representing a savings of $60/item!

•  Tires, on or off the rim. Limit of six (6) car 
tires per vehicle. Truck tires larger than 16.5 

inches in rim diameter must be off the rim 
or they will not be accepted.*

•  Lawn mower, auto, and boat batteries

• Propane tanks

•  Videotapes, audiotapes, and  
computer disks

•  Cell phones

•  Printer cartridges (ink jet, laser, toner) 

•  Rechargeable household batteries  
(NiCAD nickel-cadmium, lithium) Note: 
Non-recyclable alkaline batteries may be 
placed in the regular trash.

•  Fluorescent tubular, compact fluorescent, 
and incandescent light bulbs

 
Our goal is to change our “throwaway” 
mentality to a recycling mentality. Used 
copper, brass, cast aluminum, steel, iron, 
tin, and other lesser-known metals can be 
recaptured, reprocessed, and reused—if we 
take the time to recycle them. Toxic metals 
can be diverted from landfills. This will be 
our thirteenth large drop-off recycling event. 
The amount dropped off during the previous 
events was staggering, totaling hundreds of 
tons. Here’s another opportunity to add to 
that tonnage. 

This program accepts the greatest variety 
of items possible. Those described in the 
“Exceptions” paragraph will not be accepted 
under any circumstances. Willistown’s 
Recycling Commission reserves the right to be 

the final judge of items that will or 
will not be accepted. 

This program is funded by a 
recycling grant awarded to the 
Township for the annual recycling 
performance of our residents. 

We are recycling grant money due to your 
recycling efforts—the system is working! 
Note: No lingering in or around the dump 
area. 

 
*EXCEPTIOnS—Will not Be Accepted!

•  No chemicals, paints, oils, or other 
hazardous waste will be accepted at 
the Willistown site. Exception: e-waste. 
Household hazardous waste may be 
recycled at the Chester County-sponsored 
event located at the Center for Arts & 
Technology event, also on April 12th. See 
next page for details.

•  All oil and gasoline must be completely 
removed from lawn mowers and any other 
equipment containing the same. No oil. 
Batteries must be removed from lawn 
mowers. 

•  No oil tanks.

•  No upholstered furniture. Removed metal 
will be accepted. 

•  Outdoor grills must be clean.

•  No mattresses.

• No sneakers.

•  Large tractor and truck tires will not be 
accepted.

Questions? Contact Jim Tate,  
Chairman of Willistown’s Recycling 

Commission: 610-647-7361.

Willistown’s 13th Annual Township Drop-off Recycling Event 
Metal, Tires, Refrigerators, Air Conditioners, and Electronics (E-Waste)

Saturday, April 12 • 9 AM–1 PM 

LoCaTioN: Willistown Township Building 
688 Sugartown Road, Malvern, Pa 19355

as far as Gettysburg. The inscription appears 
to be a plea to then President Lincoln to bring 
the warring factions together in peace. 

Bartram Bridge was gated in the 1970s due 
to vandalism including graffiti, stealing of 
boards, and general mischief. The Board has 
discussed the removal of the gates and using 
security cameras. For now, the 1.5 acre park-
like setting of the bridge is open to the public 
who can look inside the gates. There is limited 
parking available off of Boot Road.

Eric is currently in his fifth year as Bartram 
Bridge Board Chairman, having been Vice 
Chairman for the prior four years. He shares, 
“It is a great privilege to serve with the 
rest of the very dedicated Bartram Bridge 
Board members including Judy Radano of 
Willistown, and Kerk Farrell, Jan Elston, and 
Ed Johnston of Newtown.”  

In addition to his dedication to Bartram 
Bridge, Eric is an active attorney. He started 
in litigation in 1968, and ended with a 
specialty in insurance and transportation 
as the senior partner, is an active member 
of the Philadelphia Bar, Pennsylvania Bar, 
Washington DC Bar, has been admitted to 
the US Supreme Court, and is a member of 
the American Bar Association Task force on 
Federal Insurance Regulation. 

Eric has written two award winning books: 
Vulture Culture: Dirty Deals, Unpaid Claims, 
and the Coming Collapse of the Insurance 
Industry, written before the 2008 economic 
collapse and an amazon.com best seller, and 
Bartram Covered Bridge: Spanning History. 
He reports, “I am currently working on a third 
book about the financial meltdown of 2008 
and how to avoid the next one.” 

Eric has also served the Township and the 
County as the Judge of Elections for two 
successive years, during both the primaries 
and general elections.

Up until 2004 he played high-level tennis 
when he came down with a spinal cord 
disorder that affected his ability to walk 
and move his arms, but that sure hasn’t 
stopped him. Now confined to a wheelchair, 
he gets around and participates as regularly 
as everyone else, except, “just my feet and 
hands don’t work”. He writes through a 
headset, describing it as “an interesting 
challenge”. As he puts it, “I show up!”

Eric has been “very, very happily married” to 
his wife, Carol, since 1965.  They have two 
children working in New York City and two 
grandchildren.  
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